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Courage, Industry, Contentment, Love of Wisdom and
Besearch of Knowledge (of. Casartelli op. cit. p. 150).
I think that it is impossible to avoid the conclu-
sion that Firdausi had at least the Diria-i Mainog-i
Khirad before him when he was writing the Intro-
duction to the Shahnameh and the ethical discussion
before Bahrain Gor; and that he paraphrased such
portions from the book as suited him* It is to be
noted that both Dr. A. D. Mordtmann and Dr.
E. W. West were inclined to put the probable date of
the Dina-i Mainog-i Khirad, some time before the
Arab conquest (S. B. B. Vol. XXIV, p. xvii). Thus
the work must have been well-known before the time
of Firdausi; and he obviously took it as his basis for
his speculations about the doctrine of Wisdom, the
homage to be paid to the latter and the teaching
regarding the Stars and Heavens. Other Pahlavi
tests were used, either by him, or by those from whom
he made his inquiries, but to a lesser extent. The
only alternative hypothesis would be that all these
religious and philosophical disquisitions in the Shah-
nameh were to be found in the Bastan-nameh which
was of course accessible to Firdausi. But that hypo-
thesis would reduce the Maitiog-i 'Khirad to a mere
paraphrase of the ethical disquisitions in the Bastan-
nameh. It would reduce the Bastan-nameh to a
philosophic treatise while accusing many of the
Pahlavi works before us of gross plagiarism.